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population 1,700,000; (5) Aden and Hadra-
maut on coast of Arabia (under British pro-
tection), area of over 42,000 square miles and
population 100,000; (6) Palestine (under
mandate), area 10,000 square miles, popula-
tion 1,000,000; (7) Transjordania (under
mandate), area 10,000 square miles and pop-
ulation 300,000.
French Colonies and Dependencies. These
are (1) Indo-China, comprising- Annam»
Cambodia, Cochin-China, Tonking and Laos,
with an area of 265,000 square miles and a
population of 21,600,000; (2) Several small
colonies in India, area 196 miles and a pop-
ulation of 286,000; (3) Syria and Lebanon
(under mandate), with an area of 60,000
square miles; population, about 2,900,000.
Portuguese Possessions. These consist of
Macao, an island off the coast of China, G-oa
and Timor in India, with an area of 9,000
square miles and a population of 1,200,000.
The People. Asia is mainly peopled by the
Caucasian and Mongolian races. To the
former belong the Aryan, or Indo-European,
and the Semitic races, both of which mainly
inhabit the southwest of the continent; to the
latter belong the Malays and Indo-Chinese
in the southeast as well as the Mongolians
proper, Chinese and Japanese, occupying
nearly all the rest of the continent. To these
may be added certain races of doubtful af-
finities, as the Dravidians of southern India,
the Cingalese of Ceylon, the Ainos of Yesso
and some negro-like tribes called Negritos,
which inhabit Malacca and the interior of
several of the islands of the Eastern Archi-
pelago.
Surface and Drainage. Asia is the land
of the most extensive plains, the greatest
plateaus and the highest mountains in the
world. The continent consists of a vast
plateau in the interior, surrounded by low-
lands. Prom this plateau numerous moun-
tain ranges rise and extend in nearly all di-
rections, though the prevailing trend is east
and west. Most of the ranges are upon the
edges of the plateau; hence they have a short
and somewhat gentle slope upon the side
facing the interior of the continent and a
long,, steep slope upon the opposite side.
The great plateau reaches its greatest
elevation in Tibet, where its mean altitude
is about 15,000 feet, it is bounded on the
south by the Himalayas, having an. extent of
1,500 miles and a mean elevation of 18,000
feet, with peaks ranging from 18,000 to 29,-
000 feet. These are the loftiest mountains
in the world. On their southern slope they
descend abruptly to the plains of the Indus
 and the Ganges. The Plateau of Pamir f orms
the western boundary of the Plateau of Tibet,
Pamir, though situated 1,000 miles southwest
of the center of the continent, seems to be
the center from which the great mountain
systems radiate, and it is often called by the
natives "the roof of the world.'7 Prom it the
Himalayas extend to the southwest and the
Hindu Kush to the northwest, and the Thian-
Shan on the north have an east and west
trend. These mountains are highest at the
western extremity, where they attain an alti-
tude of about 18,000 feet. Their mean eleva-
tion is from 10,000 to 12,000 feet. The sys-
tem consists of a number of broken ranges
whose extent is about 1,500 miles.
Near the eastern extremity and between
two of these ranges is a small valley known
as the Turfan depression. This little valley
descends to sea level and is about three hun-
dred miles long by one hundred miles wide.
It is surrounded upon all sides by higher
lands, and the reason for its formation is not
easily determined. To the northeast of the
Thian-Shan are the Altai and their exten-
sions, the Yablonoi and Stanovoi, the last
extending to the extreme northeastern point
of the continent, and the combined ranges
forming the boundary between the great cen-
tral plateau and the Siberian plain. The ex-
tent of these mountains is about 3,000 miles,
and they diminish in, altitude from the west
toward the northeast. Between the Altai and
Yablonoi on the north and the Kingan on
the east, which extend north and south, is the
Desert of G-obi.
North of the Himalaya and traversing the
Plateau of Tibet are the Kuen-Lun and other
mountain ranges, and to the east of the
plateau are a number of nearly parallel
ranges whose general trend is from northwest
to southeast. The prolongation of some of
these ranges forms Indo-China and the
Malay Peninsula. Kamtchatka and Chosen
are also formed by the projection of coast
ranges, a number of which are approximately
parallel to the northern portion of the coast.
West of Pamir is the Plateau of Iran,
bounded on the north "by the Hindu Kush
and the Elburz; Mountains, which have an
altitude of from 25,000 feet in the Hindu
Kush to 18,500 in the Elburz. On the south
of the plateau are the Zagros, a low range
scarcely exceeding- 6,000 feet and trending
to the northwest until they meet the Elburz
in the region between the Caspian and Black

